War - Peace - Reconciliation




Arrival

19:30 PM: Dinner

08:00 AM: Breakfast
09:00 AM: Opening, Devotion, and Welcome
09:30 AM: Getting to Know Each Other
10:00 AM: Break
10:15 AM: A Look into History: The Kreisau Circle
12:30 PM: Lunch
02:00 PM: Thematic Introduction
02:30 PM: Keynote “War — Peace — Reconciliation”
Pastor Bruno Gabrielli, Waldensian Church, Italy
03:30 PM: Coffee
04:00 PM: War and Peace
- positions in the participating churches
06:00 PM: Dinner
08:00 PM: Evening Devotion (ELKU)
08:15 PM: Social Gathering



08:00 AM: Breakfast

09:00 AM: Devotion (Waldensian Church)

09:15 AM: Excursion to the Church of Peace in Swidnica
12:30 PM: Lunch

02:00 PM: Panel Discussion:

Listening to Stories of the Present
e Bischof Shvarts (Ukraine)
o Bischof Zdn (Ukraine)
e Julia Berecz (Hungary)
e Anton Tikhomirov (Russia)

03:30 PM: Coffee Break

04:00 PM: Reflection and Exchange
06:00 PM: Break

06:30 PM: Joint Closing Worship Service
07:30 PM: Celebration Evening

08:00 AM: Breakfast und departure



Since 1988, the Evangelical Church of Westphalia has had a church
partnership with the Polish Ecumenical Council (POR).

The Evangelical Church of Westphalia (EKvW) and the Polish
Ecumenical Council (POR) have a church partnership since 1988. Every
two years, the two churches jointly organize the 'European
Symposium' to celebrate their partnership and strengthen their

relationship.

Polish Ecumenical Council (POR)
After the Second World War in 1946, seven small Protestant and Orthodox churches
joined together in the POR in order to better represent their interests. The Polish
Orthodox Church is the largest member with around 500,000 members. The
Evangelical-Augsburg Church is the largest Protestant member church with around
76,000 members. Other members include the Evangelical Reformed Church of Poland
with around 3,500 members, the Baptists in Poland with more than 20,000 members,
the Methodist Church in Poland, the Old Catholics and the Mariavites.

Protestant Church of Westphalia (EKVW)
The EKvVW is one of the 22 regional churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany
(EKD).
The EKVW covers an area of 20,168 km2. With its approx. 2 million members, it accounts
for around a quarter of the total population in this area.
In the EKVW there are currently 26 church districts, over 400 parishes and over 3,000
diaconal institutions.
The parishes in the EKVW live from the traditions of the Reformation: parishes with
different denominations (Evangelical-Lutheran, Evangelical-Reformed, Evangelical -
United) are linked together in the united Westphalian Church.



Reformed Church of Hungary (RKU)

Under the motto “Ambassadors for Christ” it recognizes that “thebasiso .~ Church's
existence and mission is that the redeeming will of God has become manifest in Christ.
The Church, therefore, is both a partaker and an instrument in God's mission. The
community of the Church is called to be a sign, foretaste and servant of the Kingdom of
God in the world”. According to the latest census (2022) 928.000 citizens claimed to
belong to the RCH. The has over 1200 congregations, organized in 27 presbyteries and 4
church districts. RCH has a special bond with the Hungarian speaking reformed churches
in the neighbouring countries and it is active member of various ecumenical

organisations.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hungary (ELKU)

“We are visible, but we do not advertise ourselves” - this is the motto of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Hungary (ELKU). It is a community of around 300 Lutheran
congregations with around 300 pastors.

Three bishops lead the work of the 300,000-member Lutheran church in Hungary. The
church is divided into three districts: Buda, Pest and Gyor. The church's administrative
center in Budapest is a service center for the congregations and church institutions. In
addition to the training, economic, construction, legal and youth work departments,
there is a hospital chaplaincy and the prison pastorate as well as other missionary

ministries and the university parish.

Waldensian Church in Italy
With 15,000 members [nearly 20,000 including children and sympathizers] it is the most
important Protestant minority church in Italy. Around 70 pastors [80 including some
deacons and two lay preachers] serve in four districts in 116 congregations throughout
Italy. The Waldensian Church has formed a union with the Methodists in Italy and lives
in church communion with them. Financially speaking the Waldensian Church basically
lives upon the donations of its members integrated by the support of sister Churches in
Germany and other countries. Much more money comes from the Italian Otto-per-Mille
tax, but it is used only for social-diaconal and cultural services in Italy [mainly

Piedmont, Tuscany and Sicily] and abroad.



